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Young Scholars LPP Mentoring Newsletter 

GROW BIG DREAMS 

NEW M ENTORS  

Welcome:  

Ebony Stenson-former YS and 
former mentee 

 

Nicholas Salamone-community 

 

Devin Sonne-community 

"The greatest good you 
can do for another is 
not just to share your 
riches but to reveal to 
him his own."  

Benjamin Disraeli 

 

 

 

Special thanks to First Source Federal Credit 

Union for their continued support of  our  

mentoring program on a virtual  platform.  

FSFCU is sponsoring 4 events during July 

and August. 
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BOOKS & BINGO AT Utica College March 1, 2020 

This was our last in person event prior to COVID 19.  As you can see from the photos 

we had pizza, prizes and tons of fun!  

Although we all are adjusting to virtual mentoring, we certainly are looking for-

ward to being able to gather and see our mentees/mentors in person.  At this time, 

all mentoring will continue virtually until further notice.  I will be the first one to 

post on our FB page and group email when we are allowed to meet face to face until 

then letôs embrace what we have and enjoy mentoring in a new way!  
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CONNECTION IN A TIME OF SOCIAL DISTANCING 

ñAs a movement committed to relationships and proximity, we are thinking 
deeply about what the COVID-19 pandemic means for youth mentoring rela-
tionships and ensuring they are sustained in ways that are intentional and 
safe.  
 
As our physical routines are broken and movements are restricted, it can lead 
to us becoming trapped in an information overload and disconnected from 
relationships that provide so much we need in times like these. It is important 
to balance being informed with recognizing and acting on our need to reach 
outward to the people in our communities so we are there for each other. 
 
In confusing times, when we are enduring something for the first time, being 
there for each other (even if not in physical proximity), listening to individual 
and unique concerns, owning what we do and donôt know, and showing up in 
whatever way makes sense is as powerful as ever. You know that and make 
that a reality every day a million times over in America. 
 
The relationships you have created especially pay dividends in times like 
these when we need folks to lean on. We just want to make sure weôre here 
for you and that we are elevating concerns and solutions, advocating, and do-
ing all we can to serve those who strengthen our fabric every dayò.  
 
 
 
David Shapiro 
President & CEO 
MENTOR 
 
 
This is only an excerpt of Mr. Shapiroôs original letter.  
The letter in its entirety is available at:  
https://www.mentoring.org/2020/03/mentors-covid-19-announcement/  

https://www.mentoring.org/2020/03/mentors-covid-19-announcement/


6  

 

Asha took the challenge head on!  Quite a 

garden if you ask me!   

 

We asked mentors to purchase 2 identical packages of either flower or vegetable 
seeds and mail one package to their mentee with basic planting instructions. The 
fun part of this has been comparing our plants as they begin to germinate and 
then grow into beautiful flowers or yummy vegetables.  We had great fun and I 
found out one of my mentees has a green thumb! 
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My name is Ebony Stenson, I am a former Young 

Scholar student, a graduate from Utica College, 

and a mentee as well. I currently work as an Activ-

ities Director at The Pines at Utica Nursing home. 

I had a mentor since I was in the 6th grade. Having 

a mentor helped me to see things from a different 

perspective and made me feel as though I can cre-

ate goals and reach them. My mentor and I now 

consider ourselves as friends, we still meet for 

dinner and reach out to each other during the hol-

idays.  I decided to become a mentor during this time, because I feel it is a necessity 

more now than ever to be a remodel for our youth. I sat at my home thinking on ways 

that I can make a difference, and I suddenly remembered all of the obstacles that were 

presented to me during my youth, and how having a mentor helped me see things dif-

ferently. I never saw myself as a director of activities at a nursing home, let alone a 

graduate from Utica College. I realized the one way that I can make a difference and be 

a part of the change for our youth is becoming a mentor and giving to the youth what 

was given to me, a chance to see things from a different perspective, the ability to push 

through limits, and continue the path of change.  

I cannot emphasize enough how much I felt like I was in a whole different world when 
I had people from Young Scholars and my mentor pushing me and helping me see my 
potential and my abilities. It really helped to play apart in shaping me into the women 
that I am today, thus which brings me to feel such passion to give back. I do under-
stand, that due to the current circumstances, I will be participating in a virtual mentor-
ing experience, I find this very creative and also a great way to build a rapport with my 
mentee, while still being able to be a support during these difficult times.  I hope that I 
can accomplish my goals as being a mentor and I hope to help assist my mentee with 
accomplishing her goals as well. I will be forever grateful to help Young Scholars and 
all of those who have played a part in helping me to succeed. I am happy that now I 
can finally give back in any way that I can, and will continue to build from here! Thank 
you Young Scholars, HEOP, Utica College, and my friend, my mentor Ann Kent- Kwas-
niewski.  

New Mentor 

Former Young Scholar 

and former mentee 

Ebony Stenson 


