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The WiCyS chapter at Utica University is a 
community of students run by students for students 
who are interested in cybersecurity that focuses on 
increasing awareness about cybersecurity, learning 
collaboratively, sharing technical knowledge, and 
networking with peers and mentors, among other 
goals and aspirations. The WiCyS chapter at Utica 
University is not about replacing or undermining the 
current structure of existing clubs and organizations 
on campus, but rather enhancing it as it will result in 
having a more inclusive environment that benefits 
everyone at our institution; especially aspiring 
women in Cybersecurity. You may read more about 
the chapter in the notes below.
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What is WiCyS?







History of WiCyS

Initiated in 2013 by Dr. 
Ambareen Siraj of 
Tennessee Tech University 
through a National Science 
Foundation grant, WiCyS 
has become a non-profit 
organization offering many 
benefits for its members.





Purpose/Mission of the WiCyS Chapter at Utica 

The mission of the WiCyS Student Chapter will be to build a community within 
the Utica University that promotes women’s education, participation, and 

leadership in the field of cybersecurity. 

The WiCyS Student Chapter is organized with the following purposes:

1. To decrease the gender disparity in cybersecurity.

2. To provide education, mentorship, and networking support to students 
through the WiCyS community.

3. To promote and recruit women in cybersecurity workforce through the 
Academic Institution.



Benefits for chapter members
● Receive priority to learn about student opportunities (scholarships, 

internships,REUs, job resources, etc.) through the WiCyS student chapter mailing list

● Gain an opportunity to present at the WiCyS Annual Conference about the student 

chapter experience and achievements

● Apply for a WiCyS Conference travel scholarship, in addition to the lodging and 

meals that are sponsored through your student scholarship

● Learn leadership and technical skills

● Obtain priority for WiCyS scholarships as a chapter member

● Receive a WiCyS-approved Student Chapter logo to use in signage, promotions and 

business cards

● Access a community portal with networking, mentoring, job, and other 

opportunities



About Membership
• Anyone can join the chapter and is not required to pay unless they 

would like to become a WiCyS member and receive all WiCyS Global 
benefits.

• Membership in the WiCyS Student Chapter will be open to all 
students within the Academic Institution without restrictions 
according to race, creed, age, gender, disability, nationality, sexual 
orientation, economic status, veteran status, or parenthood.

• The [primary] officers of the WiCyS Student Chapter must identify 
themselves as aspiring women in cybersecurity. 

• Voting membership shall be granted to all members of the WiCyS 
Student Chapter.



Advisor Information

Leslie Corbo
Director, B.S. Cybersecurity Programs 

Associate Professor, Cybersecurity

lecorbo@utica.edu

Click here for more information about Dr. Leslie Corbo

https://www.utica.edu/people/leslie-corbo


Members
Proposed Eboard 

President: Mariami Kentchadze

Vice President: Anita Biernat

Secretary: Anais Jaikissoon

Treasurer: Kate Vaughan

Liaison: Aiyanna Beltran

Proposed Members

Sameen Shaikh          T'niqua Freeman

Pallas Graves             Alexas Batista

Terry Nagginda   Kathi Jabe



Possible Events 
• Attending Conferences, Events, and other Gatherings 

hosted by WiCyS
• Collaborations with Cyber Club and other Women in 

Cyber to attend and represent Utica University 
during Hackathons (National Cyber League, CCDC, 
and so on) and upcoming Cyber related events

• Networking events with chapters at different 
universities

• Panel discussions of successful Women in Cyber 
Security

• Weekly workshops/Training Sessions to improve our 
overall skills, prepare for hackathons and so on.

• Cyber Awareness Trainings/Informational Events
• Organizing Competitions and more.



More benefits of having a WiCyS Chapter at Utica

• Networking opportunities to participate and attend WiCyS Conferences, 
Events, and other Gatherings 

• Accessibility to benefits offered specifically for members/chapter 
members such as:

Global webinars, The Executive Cyber Virtual Exercises, WiCyS Fortinet, 
Networking Fundamentals Bootcamp, WiCyS Security Training 
Scholarship, Cyber Defense Challenges Made Possible By Target, ISC2 
Certified In Cybersecurity Certification,  Mentor/Mentee Program, 2023 
Speaker Spotlight Program, Veteran Assistance, Job Board++ and more.

https://www.wicys.org/#
https://www.wicys.org/initiatives/job-board/
https://www.wicys.org/initiatives/job-board/


Questions?




