
Application for Freshman Admission

w w w . u t i c a . e d u

Utica 
College
Tradition. Opportunity. Transformation.®



We are pleased you are interested in Utica 
College. As you read the following in-

structions, you will realize that we want to make 
the application process as comfortable, clear, 
and concise as possible for you. 

We have prepared an application form that 
allows you to communicate your personal 
experiences to the Admissions Committee. Take 
advantage of this opportunity by completing 
the form thoughtfully and carefully.

Note that the instructions that follow indicate 
application requirements for freshman can-
didates, give suggested deadlines for specific 
programs, and provide directions for applying 
for financial aid. We encourage you to read the 
application instructions carefully.

Freshman Admission to Utica College
Utica College seeks to admit candidates whose 
academic record, interests, character, and talents 
indicate they will benefit from and contribute 
to Utica College’s distinctly personal learning 
environment. Since the Admissions Commit-
tee will consider both the academic credentials 
and personal qualities of each applicant, a 
personal interview is strongly encouraged. The 
Admissions Committee will give each applicant 
individual consideration and will place particu-
lar emphasis on how well the student’s course 
selection and school record have prepared the 
applicant for the specific course of study he or 
she has chosen. 

Mid-Year Admission
Utica College welcomes applications for mid-
year admissions. Students interested in mid-year 
freshman admission should submit an applica-
tion as early as possible, but should complete 
the process no later than December 15. 

Standardized Tests
It should be noted that Utica College no longer 
requires the results of the SAT or the American 
College Testing Services examinations (ACTs) 
for general admission. However, standardized 
test scores are required for certain programs, as 
noted, for scholarship purposes, and for consid-
eration for the Higher Education Opportunity 
Program. Applicants may indicate on the High 
School Report if they choose to submit such 
scores for the consideration of the Admissions  
Committee.

Education
Utica College offers programs in education that 
lead to certification in several different teaching 
areas. In order to be certified to teach in New 
York state, prospective teachers are required to 
(1) major in a liberal arts discipline, (2) complete 
a bachelor’s degree and all requisite education 
program courses, (3) pass the mandatory New 
York State Teacher Certification Examinations, 
and (4) meet all other regulations of the New 
York State Commissioner of Education.

Courses in the education program include 
observation and work in public schools; practi-
cal application of the theory and principles of 
teaching; and one semester in the senior year 
devoted entirely to student teaching.

For early childhood, childhood, early child-
hood/childhood education, and childhood 
and special education, the available majors 
are: biology, chemistry, communication arts, 
economics, English, government and politics, 
history, international studies, liberal studies, 
mathematics, psychology, psychology-child life, 
and sociology and anthropology.

For middle childhood, adolescence educa-
tion, and adolescence and special education, 
students should major in the subject matter in 
which they plan to teach: biology, chemistry, 
economics, English, government and politics, 
history, mathematics, physics, or sociology and 
anthropology. 

For business and marketing education, 
students must major in management with a 
concentration in marketing management.

For teaching English to speakers of other lan-
guages education, students must major in English.

Education courses begin in the freshman year. 
Students must achieve a minimum 2.75 grade 
point average to be eligible to student teach. 

Utica College also offers master’s degree pro-
grams in education.

Occupational Therapy
Students interested in occupational therapy 
would select a major in health studies. As long 
as academic requirements are met, students 
will receive a bachelor’s degree in health studies 
after four years with continuation to the master’s 
degree in occupational therapy. Students would 
receive their master’s degree at the end of the 
fifth year of study.

Physical Therapy
Students interested in physical therapy would 
select a major in health studies. As long as 
academic requirements are met, students will re-
ceive a bachelor’s degree in health studies after 
four years with continuation to the doctorate in 
physical therapy (D.P.T.). Students would receive 
their D.P.T. at the end of the sixth year of study.

Nursing
Students interested in the nursing major must 
meet several requirements to be admitted into 
the program, including math and science high 
school averages of at least 80 percent (or the 
equivalent letter grade); three years of high 
school science, including biology and chemistry; 
three years of high school math; and letters of 
recommendation and a personal essay consis-
tent with Utica College’s application require-
ments. In addition, applicants are required to 
provide SAT or ACT scores. 

Application Instructions

* Please see the sections on Nursing, Occupational Therapy, and Physical Therapy for more information about these programs.

Information for Freshman Candidates
Please use the following checklist to ensure 
that your application is complete and on 
time:

q	 Completed application form
q	 $40 application fee or request for fee 

waiver 
q	 High school report
q	 High school transcript
q	 Personal interview (optional, but rec-

ommended)
q	 Personal statement (Applicants for 

physical therapy and occupational 
therapy must write about their volun-
teer experience and personal suitabil-
ity for the therapeutic profession.*)

q	 SAT/ACT results (optional, except for 
applicants for physical therapy, occu-
pational therapy, nursing, joint health 
professions programs, academic 
achievements awards, and the Higher 
Education Opportunity Program*)

q	 Clinical recommendation – For those 
applicants who are interested in physi-
cal therapy or occupational therapy, 
it is recommended that you submit at 
least one letter from a clinical practi-
tioner who can speak to your ability to 
function in a clinical setting.*

	 Utica College uses a rolling admis-
sions plan, except for the following 
programs, which have a preferred 
application date of January 15: 

q	 Occupational Therapy*
q	 Physical Therapy*
q	 Joint health professions programs
q	 Academic achievement awards
Nursing applicants have a required applica-
tion date of January 15.*

Higher Education Opportunity Program 
(HEOP) applicants will have a priority dead-
line of January 15. 

For all other programs, the rolling admis-
sions process means that the earlier an ap-
plication is filed, the sooner you will receive 
a decision. It is recommended that students 
apply by January 15, as individual majors 
may be competitive and applications will be 
considered only until each program is fully 
enrolled. Application review for the fall term 
begins in mid-November and extends until 
the class is filled. 



Joint Health Professions Program
Utica College offers joint study medical pro-
grams with the following: Lake Erie College of 
Osteopathic Medicine, the University of New 
England College of Osteopathic Medicine, 
SUNY College of Optometry, the Ohio College 
of Podiatric Medicine, SUNY at Buffalo School 
of Dental Medicine. Students in these joint 
programs study at Utica College for three years 
and spend four years at the professional school. 
Utica College awards the bachelor’s degree after 
the first year of professional study is satisfacto-
rily completed. Admission to these programs is 
highly selective and the application deadline is 
January 15. The specific requirements for each 
program will be sent to you with a supplemen-
tal application, which must be completed and 
returned to Utica College by January 15. 

Financial Aid
Students seeking financial assistance from Utica 
College must file a FAFSA (Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid) by February 15. The FAFSA 
will be available through your school in early 
January, or can be filled out online at www.
fafsa.ed.gov. Students who complete their aid 
application after the February 15 date will be 
considered for an award, but the award may be 
delayed.

To qualify for financial aid consideration, ap-
plicants must be citizens of the United States or 
hold permanent resident (Resident Alien Card) 
status in the United States. 

Students with questions about the financial aid 
process are encouraged to call or e-mail for as-
sistance: 1-800-782-8884 or financialaid@utica.
edu.

Students who wish to be considered for aca-
demic achievement awards must complete their 
applications for admission by January 15. If only 
academic aid is sought, no additional forms are 
required. All students with applications com-
plete on the appropriate date will be considered 
for academic achievement awards. 

Tuition Deposit
To secure a guaranteed place for the fall semes-
ter, all applicants must submit a tuition deposit 
by May 1. The tuition deposit is non-refundable 
after this date.

Utica College, as a member of the National 
Association for College Admission Counseling 
(NACAC), agrees to and will permit students 
accepted for first-year admission to choose, 
without penalty, among offers of financial aid 
until May 1.

Deferred Admission
Students who wish to take time off before 
enrolling in college may request to have their 
admission deferred for a semester or for a year 
by submitting their request in writing to the 

Director of Admissions. A non-refundable tuition 
deposit ($200) will be required to hold a place in 
the subsequent class. 

Learning Disabilities
Utica College offers a wide range of supportive 
services to assist students with learning disabili-
ties in achieving success with college-level work. 
Students interested in learning about the avail-
able services may contact the Office of Admis-
sions or the Academic Support Services Center. 

Honors Program
The Utica College Honors Program offers intel-
lectually talented students the opportunity to 
participate in an enriched course of study that 
is fully integrated with the regular academic 
program. The Honors Program has two parts:

•	 Intermediate Honors, related to General Edu-
cation requirements, and

•	 Major Honors, related to the student’s major 
course of study. 

All applicants will be considered for the Honors 
Program. 

International Student Information
Utica College welcomes international students 
and values the diversity of ideas, perspectives, 
and cultures they bring to our college commu-
nity.

International students are required to submit 
the following information: 

q	 A completed Utica College application. 
q	 Certified transcripts (mark sheets) of all sec-

ondary and post-secondary academic work. 
If not in English, each transcript must be ac-
companied by a certified English translation. 

q	 International student statement of finances 
and third party documentation. 

q	 Evidence of English proficiency (SAT, TOEFL, 
IELTS, MELAB). 

q	 Personal statement (back page of the Utica 
College application). 

Detailed information regarding the admissions 
process for international students and all the 
necessary forms can be downloaded from the 
international pages of the Utica College Web site 
at www.utica.edu.

If you require further information, please contact 
the Office of International Admissions at intlad-
missions@utica.edu. We look forward to hearing 
from you.

HEOP 
(Higher Education Opportunity Program)
HEOP is a program sponsored by New York state 
and designed to assist students who are both 
academically and economically disadvantaged. 
To be eligible for this program, students must 
be residents of New York state and must 
document that their income falls within the fol-
lowing financial guidelines established by New 
York state:

A student is considered economically disad-
vantaged if he or she is a member of:

A household supported by one member thereof 
with a total annual income which does not 
exceed the applicable amount set forth in the 
table below or…

A household supported by solely by one mem-
ber thereof who works for two or more employ-
ers with a total annual income which does not 
exceed the applicable amount set forth in the 
following table by more than $2,710 or…

A household supported by more than one work-
er thereof or a household in which one worker 
is the sole support of a one-parent family, if the 
total annual income of such households does 
not exceed the applicable amount set forth in 
the table below by more than $5,410

Note: For the purposes of this explanation, 
the number of members of a household shall 
be determined by ascertaining the number of 
individuals living in the student’s residence who 
are economically dependent on the income sup-
porting the student.

For students entering college on or after 
July 1, 2009:

	 No. of members in
	 household (including 	 Total annual income in
	 head of household)	 preceding calendar year*†
 __________________________________________
 	 1	 $15,590
	 2	 $21,000
	 3	 $26,420
	 4 	 $31,830
	 5 	 $37,240
	 6 	 $42,650
	 7	 $48,060
	 8	 $53,470
	 9	 $58,880
	 10	 $64,290
	 11	 $69,700 plus $5,410 for 
		  each additional family member

Students must meet both academic and eco-
nomic requirements and all information must be 
submitted prior to the admissions decision. 

Admitted HEOP freshmen are required to attend 
a six-week Summer Institute. This experience 
is designed to serve as a bridge between high 
school and college. 

The priority deadline for submitting an applica-
tion for HEOP is January 15. A tuition deposit of 
$100 is required by April 15 to secure your place 
in the program. 

Non Discrimination Policy
Utica College accepts students without regard to 
race, creed, color, sex, ethnic or national origin, 
religion, marital status, age, sexual orientation, 
veteran status, or disability. 



Majors
Accounting 
Accounting – CPA 
Anthropology (see Sociology)
Biochemistry*
Biology
Business (see Management)
Business Economics
	 Business Analysis
	 Finance
Chemistry
	 General
	 Biochemistry
	 Environmental
	 Professional
Child Life (see Psychology-Child Life)
Communication (see Communication Arts, 	

Journalism Studies, and Public Relations)
Communication Arts
Computer Science
	 Business
	 Computer Security
	 Scientific
Construction Management*
Criminal Justice
Criminal Justice-Economic Crime Investigation
	 Computer Security
	 Financial Investigation
Cybersecurity and Information Assurance
	 Cybercrime Investigation and Forensics
	 Information Assurance
Economics
Education (see Special Programs)
English
	 General
	 Adolescence Education
	 Childhood Education
Foreign Language
Geoscience*
Gerontology*
Government and Politics
	 International Business Management
	 Political Public Relations
	 Public Administration
	 Social Sciences
Health Studies
Health Studies – Human Behavior
Health Studies – Management
History
International Studies
	 Area Studies
	 International Business Management
	 Language
	 World Literature and Civilization
Journalism Studies
	 Broadcast Journalism
Liberal Studies
Management
	 General Management
	 Human Resources Management
	 Marketing Management
	 Risk Management and Insurance
Mathematics
	 General	
	 Prospective Math Teachers
Nursing
Occupational Therapy
	 (B.S. Health Studies/M.S. Occupational 

Therapy)
Philosophy
Physical Therapy
	 (B.S. Health Studies/D.P.T. Physical Therapy)
Physics (B.A. or B.S.)
Psychology

Psychology-Child Life
	 Child Studies
	 Child Life Specialists
Public Relations
	 General Public Relations
	 Sports Communication
Public Relations-Journalism Studies
Risk Management and Insurance*
Sociology and Anthropology
	 General
	 Teacher Education
Therapeutic Recreation

* Utica College bachelor’s degrees

Special Programs
Teacher Education

Early Childhood Education (Birth to Grade 2)
Childhood Education (Grades 1 – 6)
Early Childhood/Childhood Education (Birth 

to Grade 6)
Childhood and Special Education (Grades 

1 – 6)
Middle Childhood Education (Grades 5 – 9)
Adolescence Education (Grades 7 – 12)
Adolescence and Special Education (Grades 

7 – 12)
Teaching English to Speakers of Other 

Languages (Birth to Grade 12)
Business and Marketing Education (Birth to 

Grade 12)
Pre-Professional Programs

Pre-Dentistry
Pre-Law 
Pre-Medicine 
Pre-Optometry 
Pre-Podiatry
Pre-Veterinary 

Joint Health Professions Programs
	 Lake Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine, 

the University of New England, College of 
Osteopathic Medicine, SUNY College of 
Optometry, the Ohio College of Podiatric 
Medicine, SUNY at Buffalo School of Dental 
Medicine

Honors Program
Occupational Therapy – Weekend Program
Pre-Engineering

Graduate Programs
Business Administration

Economic Crime and Fraud  
Management (M.B.A.)

Professional Accountancy (M.B.A.)
Criminal Justice Administration (M.S.)
Economic Crime Management (M.S.)

Education
Childhood Education (M.S.)
Childhood and Special Education (M.S.)
Adolescence Education (M.S.)
Adolescence and Special Education (M.S.)
Adolescence Education – Apprenticeship 

Teacher Certification (M.S.)
Special Education (M.S.)
Leadership and Instruction for Inclusive 

Classrooms (M.S.Ed.)
Educational Leadership and  

Administration (M.S.)
Certificate of Advanced Study: School 

Building Leader (C.A.S.)
Certificate of Advanced Study: School District 

Leader (C.A.S.)
Gerontology (Advanced Certificate)
Health Care Administration (M.S.)
Homeland Security Risk Assessment (Certificate)
Liberal Studies (M.S.)
Occupational Therapy (M.S.)
Physical Therapy (D.P.T.)

Study Abroad 
Utica College offers programs at universities in 
Hungary, Japan, Korea, Poland, Finland, Ireland, 
Wales, Peru, Scotland, and the post-Soviet Union 
countries. 

Students may participate in Syracuse University’s 
Division of International Programs Abroad  
(DIPA) in locales such as France, Italy, Spain, UK, 
or China. 

Additional off-campus programs are available in 
Washington D.C., or at the United Nations. Other 
foreign study programs can be arranged to meet 
the needs of individual students.

An Invitation to Visit
Although not a requirement for admission, the 
personal interview is helpful to the Admissions 
Committee in its evaluation of candidates. We 
encourage you to make an appointment for an 
interview and a tour of the campus. Interviews 
are available Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. In addition, Open Houses, Saturdays @ 
UC, and group information sessions are available 
throughout the fall and the spring. Please refer 
to the Utica College Web site for more informa-
tion. To make an appointment, call the Office of 
Admissions at 1-800-782-8884 or (315) 792-3006, 
or e-mail the office at admiss@utica.edu.

On the Web
For further information: www.utica.edu

Directions to Campus
From points east and west of Utica, travel the New York State 
Thruway (I-90) to exit 31 (Utica). Follow the signs carefully to 
Route 12 South and take the Burrstone Road/Utica College 
exit. The exit ramp ends at a stop light; take a left onto  
Burrstone Road West and look for the sign marking the 
entrance to Utica College (on the right).

From New York City, take the New York State Thruway I-87 
North to I-90 West. See the preceding paragraph for directions 
from the Thruway.

From Pennsylvania and Southern New Jersey, take I-81 North 
or other connecting routes to Route 12. Follow Route 12 
North to Utica. Exit at Burrstone Road West/Utica College and 
follow the signs to the campus.

From the north, take Route 12 South to Utica. Exit at Burrstone 
Road/Utica College, and follow the signs to the campus.
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