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1. Title/Name: Maryam Elahi, Director, Human Rights Program, Trinity College



Business phone: 860-297-2437

DESCRIPTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS PROGRAM:

Year of Founding: 1998

Narrative: The Human Rights Program was launched at Trinity College in 1998. This program presents opportunities for students to take classes in a number of disciplines addressing human rights issues. To complement the curricular agenda, there are three co-curricular components: 

HUMAN RIGHTS LECTURE SERIES 
Focusing on a single issue, the year-long lecture series brings scholars and activists to campus to explore the many dimensions of such problems as armed conflict and human rights; the arts and literature of human rights; health, medicine, and human rights; protecting and promoting children’s rights; and accountability and justice in human rights. Previous visiting lecturers have included Pharis Harvey, Executive Director of the International Labor rights Fund, Steven Hawkins, Executive Director of the National Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty, Azar Nafisi, visiting professor at Johns Hopkins University, Sergio Ramirez, former Vice President of Nicaragua and author of novels, Marta Santos Pais, Director of the Division of Evaluation, Policy, and Planning for UNICEF, and Josephine Becker, the Children’s Rights Advocacy Director of Human Rights Watch. Students in the Human Rights Program participate as discussants at every lecture in the series. 

HUMAN RIGHTS SUMMER FELLOWS
The Human Rights Summer Fellowship Program sponsors qualified first years, sophomores and juniors who are interested in the opportunity to perform human rights advocacy work for non-governmental human rights organizations during the summer months. Through the Program students have worked at such organizations as Amnesty International, Physicians for Human Rights, International Rescue Committee and the National Coalition Against the Death Penalty. The students experience first hand the emotional rewards and disappointments of working in the “real world”. Upon their return to campus in the fall the fellows are required to give a presentation to the campus about their experiences.
ADVOCACY FELLOW-IN-RESIDENCE PROGRAM 
Each year the Human Rights Program invites distinguished human rights activists to come to Trinity for a week to participate in classes, meet with students, faculty and community organizers and present campus-wide lectures. Mr. Martin O’Brien, a highly respected human rights advocate from Belfast served as the first Fellow-in-Residence. Dr. Eyyand Sarraj, a child psychiatrist from Palestine was the second Advocacy Fellow-in-Residence. Mr. Sowore Omoyele, a student leader from Nigeria, was the Advocacy Fellow-in-Residence in 2001. 

OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION:

About the Director, Maryam Elahi:

Maryam Elahi came to Trinity College in September 1997 to direct the Office of International Programs. She was a leading force behind the establishment of the Human Rights Program at Trinity in August 1998 and became its first Director in April 1999.

Ms. Elahi was formerly with Amnesty International (AI) for eight and a half years, over seven of which she worked as the Advocacy Director for the Middle East, North Africa and Europe in the Washington D.C. Office of AI. Prior to her tenure with Amnesty International, she worked with the Lawyers Committee for Human Rights in NY.  Currently, she is co-chair of the International Human Rights Committee of the American Bar Association.

Ms. Elahi holds a JD from Boston College School of Law, a Masters Degree in International Law and Diplomacy from the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, and a Bachelors Degree in Biology from Williams College. Ms. Elahi coordinates the Minor in Human Rights and teaches one of its core courses, "International Human Rights Law and Advocacy".
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