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DESCRIPTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS PROGRAM:

Year of Founding:

Utica College (founded by Syracuse University): 1946

HRAP: 1992

Minor in Human Rights Advocacy: 2002

Narrative:

HRAP- Human Rights Advocacy Program
The Human Rights Advocacy Program of Utica College (HRAP) was established in
1992 by attorneys Theodore Zang, Esq., and Utica College Professor Theodore
S. Orlin, Esq. HRAP’s purpose is to counsel and train non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) in transitional democracies. Accordingly, with the
support of Utica College and private donations, it regularly works with
human rights advocates in Eastern and Central Europe (e.g., Albania,
Bulgaria, Kosovo, Moldova, Romania, Slovakia), Africa, and Asia
(India, Taiwan). 
HRAP’s approach is to provide in-field training and technical assistance to
human rights NGOs and their supporters, as well as to provide counsel via
international communications. HRAP works closely with Helsinki Committees
and independent human rights NGOs, supporting their legal defense efforts,
the monitoring of human rights violations, and their human rights education
programs, etc. It also provides technical support and training to university
human rights centers in the Balkans and elsewhere.
As part of its training effort it invites young human rights advocates from
transitional democracies to study and train at Utica College for a semester.
Studying along with Utica College students, these advocates study human
rights law and other specialties areas, bringing back to their own country
skills and knowledge useful for human rights work. Utica College students
benefit from their exposure to the experiences of these human rights
advocates.

Minor in Human Rights Advocacy
Social Sciences and Management Division
The minor in human rights advocacy is designed to provide an in-depth
examination of human rights issues in history and contemporary events. The
minor will also focus on the processes and institutions available for
dealing with human rights violations. It is an appropriate minor for
students in any major who have a concern for human rights and wish to use
the knowledge and skills developed in their major to deal with these issues
and/or develop career opportunities.
Total credit hours required for the minor: 19

Required Courses
Government 211 (HRA 211)    Introduction to Human Rights         1
Government 281    Political Ideas and Ideologies                 3
History 334    History of Colonial Africa
    or
History 335    History of Modern South Africa
    or
History 344    Modern China
    or
History 381    Germany in the Nazi Era
    or
History 372    Modern Russia                                     3
Government 364*    International Law                             3
Six credit hours from the following courses:
    Anthropology 251    Native American Culture
    Government 346    Civil Liberties
    Government 363*    International Organizations
    Sociology 252    Racial and Cultural Minorities              6
Government 464 (HRA 464)    International Protection of
        Human Rights  ​  Capstone Seminar                      3
                                                                19
*Prerequisite may be waived for non-government and politics and
international studies majors.
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