Academic Standards Committee

Guidelines for Dealing with Academic Dishonesty

The Academic Standards Committee has produced these guidelines in the interests of assisting faculty who are dealing with academic dishonesty. Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and plagiarism. 

When you encounter academic dishonesty, the penalty applied to the student is within your discretion. It is a part of your classroom management rights. However, whatever sanction you apply, it is critical that you report it to the Office of Academic Affairs using the form letter available on the College's web site at:

http://www.utica.edu/academic/facultyinfo/intellectualdishonesty.cfm

Minor Offenses may often be lapses of judgment or honest ignorance of the process without an intent to defraud; for instance, quoting and citing material, but not putting the quotes in a block or in quotation marks. The case may be further mitigated if the student is a first-year student who may not yet have been acculturated into academe. Reporting even minor lapses is the first stage in educating students, reinforcing the seriousness with which we take this issue, and in tracking potential serial instances of academic dishonesty.

Serious Offenses include a student lifting entire chunks of material from a source and submitting it as his or her own, or using forbidden materials in an examination setting, with an evident intent to defraud. The case is even more serious when the student is a junior or senior who has been exposed to the culture of academe. 

Range of Sanctions

There is a range of sanctions available to faculty. They include: 

· Requiring a re-write of the assignment 

· Reducing the letter grade for the assignment

· Giving a grade of "F" to the assignment

· Giving a zero for the assignment

· Reducing the grade for the course 

· Giving a grade of "F" for the course

· Giving a grade of "F for cheating" for the course.

Remember to report whatever sanction you apply to the Office of Academic Affairs using the form letter available on the College's web site at:

http://www.utica.edu/academic/facultyinfo/intellectualdishonesty.cfm
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